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Europaweit wächst die Zahl psychisch Kranker
im Strafvollzug und im Maßregelvollzug. Die
Behandlungskapazitäten müssen gestärkt und
ausgebaut werden

„It is doubtful whether the majority of prisoners
with psychiatric illnesses in Germany receive ap-
propriate care such as that mandated by the Eu-
ropean Convention on Human Rights and other
international charters. Major deficits in German
inpatient psychiatric care of prisoners are the lack
of facilities for treating those with chronic mental
illnesses and the inadequate management of acu-
tely psychotic or delirious prisoners, which in
many places leads to temporary ´parking´ in iso-
lated cells. Compared to psychiatric care outside
of prison, the equivalence principle has failed as
a fundamental guide in many places in Germany,“
Professor Dr. Norbert Konrad (JVK Berlin) summa-
rizes his contribution to the European Research
Project „Mentally Disordered Persons in European
Prison Systems“.
The Research Project confirmed internationally
that „the prevalence of psychiatric morbidity
among prisoners by far exceeds the rate of mental
disorders in the general population. A review of
62 prison studies covering more than 23.000 pri-
soners worldwide found that 3,7 % of all male and
4% of all female prisoners had a psychotic disor-
der, 10% of all male and 12% of all female priso-
ners suffered from major depression, and 47% ful-
filled the criteria for an antisocial personality
disorder.
The reasons for rising proportions of mentally dis-
ordered prison inmates are manifold and complex.
National conditions and circumstances play a pi-
votal role, but there are international trends in
mental health care or other societal fields that are
likely to contribute to the problem.
Rising levels of alcohol abuse and illicit drug use
in allmost all societies increase exponentially the
prevalence of these disorders in penitentiaries or
prisons worldwide. Many experts see the growing
incidence of mental health problems in prisons as
an unwelcome consequence of the deinstitutio-
nalisation process that was and is the basic pro-

gramme of any psychiatric reform anywhere in
the world. According to this hypothesis, closing
down psychiatric hospital beds much faster than
a sufficient number of community care services
are or can be implemented may foster the neglect
of non-compliant or violent mentally ill patients
in community mental health care and compound
the tendency of shifting them towards forensic
psychiatric facilities or the prison system. More
globally, an invariant and inverse correlation bet-
ween the number of psychiatric hospital patients
and the number of prisoners has been identified.“

Hans Joachim Salize + Harald Dreßing (Eds.):}
Mentally Disordered Persons in Prison Sys-
tems - Needs, Programmes, Outcome. Pabst,
300 pages, ISBN 978-3-89967-5962

Immer mehr Straftäter werden in die forensische
Psychiatrie (Maßregelvollzug) eingewiesen und
verlieren die Freiheit. Die Zahl der forensischen
Patienten in Deutschland stieg von etwa 2.500 im
Jahr 1990 auf 6.750 im Jahr 2012. Gleichzeitig ist
auch die Verweildauer kontinuierlich gestiegen -
auf durchschnittlich sieben Jahre. Daraus entste-
hen dem Fiskus pro Patient insgesamt durch-
schnittlich knapp 600.000 Euro Gesamtkosten, be-
richtet Dr. Heinz Kammeier (Münster). Einer der
Gründe für diese Entwicklung liegt darin, dass
Richter vom Strafvollzug keine ausreichenden The-
rapiechancen erwarten.

Heinz Kammeier: Reform der psychiatrischen}
Maßregel nach §63 StGB. In: Forensische Psy-
chiatrie und Psychotherapie 1/2014

„Es besteht die Gefahr, dass Medizin im Strafvoll-
zug nicht an dem medizinischen Bedarf des jewei-
ligen Patienten orientiert ist, sondern sich finan-
ziellen und organisatorischen Aspekten im Vollzug
unterordnen muss.“

Dr. Thomas Menn (Potsdam) in „Gesundheit}
und Haft“


